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(Portuguese, Dutch, French, Germans, and British) and also from the East (Malaysia, Indonesia and India).
Nevertheless, the majority of South Africans, almost 80% of the population, use an African language as their
home language. The language situation in South Africa hasfor a long time been, and still is, quite difficult. Here,
the indigenous languages of the South African people met with the European languages of the colonists,
intermixed and coexisted with the many languages that were already spoken as mother tongues or as first
languages. Like in many other former colonies, the European languages had then been used by those who held
political power, and who considered the African languages as inferior. Both the European (English and
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