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Purchasers can download a free scanned copy of the original book (without typos) from the publisher. Not
indexed. Not illustrated. 1895 Excerpt: .Louisiana. But what would not the student of heredity give to know the
ancestral history of this man and this woman, and of other remarkable and kindred examples, for nature
teaches in every way that the best is a growth, a development, an evolution. There is no need at this late day to
insist on the influence of ancestry on the individual. Heredity, whether in man or in the lower species of living
organisms, is an acknowledged force. To what extent it dominates man is, however, a matter of dispute. It is
unquestionable that physiological heredity obtains as a general rule. The offspring show, more or less clearly,
the marked physical peculiarities of their parents or grandparents, not only as to internal structure and
external appearance, but also as to idiosyncracies. In size of bones, shape of cranium and other parts, in facial
appearance, height, figure, complexion, abnormal number of teeth, fingers, etc., the children betray in many
cases their parentage even to the least observing. The transmission of longevity, of musical gift or of personal
idiosyncracies are likewise quite well established in the annals of heredity. These views are so generally
accepted that we hail as true the saying, ascribed to Holmes, | believe, that the training of a child should begin a
hundred years before it is born. We cannot get away from the divine law set forth in the Mosaic code, that God
will visit the iniquity of the fathers upon the children,...
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