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indexed. Not illustrated. 1904 edition. Excerpt: .the latest, the most modern in spirit and most democratic
section of our educational system. This is the children s age, and a little child is leading us away from our
formalism and traditionalism, and compelling a more sincere study of the actual field. In the kindergarten the
principle of play is frankly adopted. The application of the principle in the upper grades, where traditional ideas
are intrenched, has yet to be accomplished. By the introduction of Manual Training, which is only a name for
the educational principle of self-activity, a means of self--expression is afforded the older pupils. In the more
progressive schools there is taking place a reconstruction of the school program with the various art studies as
the coordinating center. Vacation schools in the larger cities are experimenting with the new ideas, and it is not
unlikely that the success of their freer methods will bring about extensive modification of the traditional
curricula. All these are signs of the evolution of play; of the effort made by modern man to adopt social forms
to current idea. That this adjustment of man to his immediate environment will continue in all the fields of
human endeavor, there is not the slightest doubt. The evolutionary forces are always at work. Nature creates
to-day, as in the early ages of the world. Man s creative power is deepening and widening. There are many
evidences of increase in personality, most notably, perhaps, in the arts which still...
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