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today of the condition of the country, as connected j with agitation of the slavery question. | shall do ! this with
perfect frankness, and with no reserve, except what parliamentary rules and Senatorial courtesies impose. By
such a course only can the real nature of the impending evil be ascertained, and a remedy suggested. Having
carefully studied the subject during the greater part of my political life, and from different points of view, J
intend to express my opinions seriously, and as fully as the occasion seems to require. Before sneaking directly
to the merits of the Subject, | shall devote a few minutes to a preliminary question. It has been contende 1 that
the Democratic party is responsible for the anti-slavery agitation of the North. A retrospect into the past will
vindicate it most triumphantly from the charge. The course of the old Federal party, in the war of 1812, had
brought it into discredit and disgrace with the American people. Its leaders, with a view of recovering the
popular favor, and through it the control of the Government, seized upon the occasion of the application of
Missouri for admission into the Union, and, by appealing to the anti-slavery feeling of the northern States,
created a sectional party powerful enough to prevent, fora time, the admission of the State. During the
struggle, a provision was adopted that slavery should never exist in the territory west of Missouri and north of
the line of latitude of 3G 30 ....
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