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Indicated in Five Suggestive Letters I would courteously but absolutely remind you of one condition which I
make in case of personal conference in such matters, viz., that you or others agree to meet me as fellow-
seekers of truth and progress, in singleness of heart and hope, and not as sticklers for any ism or dogma or
foregone conclusion. You will assure me that you are willing, with myself, to rid yourselves of wrong, and rest
again and again in right, whenever you feel or ferret out the one - wherever you frame or find the other. Safe in
this assurance, I oCer no fulsome apology - no deprecation of censure - for whatever may by literary formalists
be termed crude or nakedly suggestive; inasmuch as I do not proCer here anything more than, as it were, a
sample of the raw materials out of which much of meat, clothes, and fire, for the mind and heart, may haply be
produced. If you and I, through a friendly and fearless comparison of ideas on such subjects as are here
sketched, can but forward each other s love and quest of truth in matters of doubt or of doctrine, my self-
convicted committal to press will not have tried you and me in vain. If we shall have purely convinced ourselves
that our will to do good service for truth and mankind is far from being equalled by our deed - that we are
incompetent or unsuccessful in our aims at posts of active honour - let us take comfort enough in thinking,
those also serve who only...
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